Education for the underserved communities in CamSur realized
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NAGA CITY, Camarines Sur —
Barangay Burabod is a secluded area
located at the foot of Mt. Isarog in Cal-
abanga, Camarines Sur, more than an
hour’s drive from this city. Because
of its remoteness and distance from
the urban areas of the municipality,
students in Barangay Burabod had to
hike 3-5 kilometers to be able to reach

the nearest school.

The barangay is in the 3rd District
of Camarines Sur, the district now
Vice President Leni Robredo used
to represent. In one of her visits to
constituents, she was able to speak
with Burabod’s Barangay Captain
Roherto C. Cabaltera. They looked
for possible ways to bring education
closer to students and put up a sec-
ondary school in the location.

After enlisting the support of vari-
ous LGUs and government agencies,
Severo High School in Burabod -
named after Eduardo A. Severo, who
generously donated a one-hectare
lot - finally opened its doors to 123
enrollees last June 2014.

As fate would have it, typhoon

Glenda hit the Philippines that same
vear, and devastated areas of Cama-
rines Sur. Severo High School was

severely damaged, leaving its teach-
ers, students, and entire community
in dire need to repair its classrooms
with the hope to make it far sturdier
than the original construction.

Not known to the people of this
barangay, events were already un-
folding to address their need.

Philam Foundation was coor-
dinating with the Department of
Education (DepEd) in identifying
areas that were most in need of new
classrooms under its “Philam Paar-
alan” program. Its goal was to build
classrooms in calamity-stricken and
under-served communities.

When Robredo explained the situ-
ation of Severo High School to Philam
Foundation President Max Ventura,
construction plans began to unfold.

Apart from rehabilitation work
that needed to be done, Philam
Foundation successfully built two
new Philam Paaralan classrooms for
Severo High School, in partnership
with the Happy Hearts Fund.

“The act of physically building
an educational structure is such a
metaphor for deeper, more profound
things,” explained Ventura. “Ulti-
mately, we are building the knowl-
edge of our youth and securing their
future. Philam Foundation is thankful
to all our partners and everyone who
made it possible,” he added.

The new Philam Paaralan class-
rooms can accommodate approxi-
mately 100 students. “We were inten-
tional in the way we designed these
classrooms, taking into consideration
the risk of calamities,” Ventura said.
“These classrooms are typhoon-proof
and built using the latest steel frame
technology. Students of Severo High
school ecan now concentrate on their
lessons and academic work with
no need to worry when the rains
come.”

“Aside from having typhoon-
resilient structures, our classrooms
are fully-furnished with water sanita-
tion and hygiene facilities that will
promote cleanliness and healthy
living among students,” Ventura
concluded.



